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ACHS – Ms. Thomas  

Welcome to AP biology!  My class is highly intensive, with a lot of material that needs to be covered. The course is 

designed to be a 2 year course (double block A/B schedule Biology and Genetics).  Please be aware that part of taking 

this class is commitment to being on time, on task, and hard working.  Although AP Biology is a huge commitment, we 

will have a lot of fun.  I look forward to working with each one of you next year!  Here are a few items of interest 

before you get started on the summer assignment.  

I know the words “summer assignment” tends to send chills down any high school student’s spine, but I think that 

you will find that this assignment will be very beneficial to you as we start the school year in the fall and even a little 

fun!  The reason I am giving you a summer assignment is to keep your mind sharp and thinking, so you are ready to 

hit the ground running!  

Mandatory Assignment 1 Introduction letter  

  

First, I would like to know a little about who you are so your first assignment is to send me an email. Yup….that’s it! 
Your first AP Biology grade will be sending me an email…if only all of the grades were this easy! I will reply so you 
have electronic record that your assignment was received. Here is what I would like you to email me at 
thomasb3@duvalschools.org before the end of this summer:  
  

Subject Line: AP Biology 20-21  

Body: Your full name (& nickname that you go by if you have one) & stuff about you! Please NUMBER your answers to 

match the questions below:  

1. Who was your last science teacher? What class?  

2. What other science classes have you taken? Are planning to take next year?  

3. What do you like to do (hobbies, sports, music, interests, etc.)?  

4. Do you have a job or plan on getting a job next year? What kind?  

5. What are your personal strengths when it comes to learning new material?  

6. What causes you to struggle in a course?  

7. What is the most effective way for you to prepare for a test?  

8. How many AP classes have you taken so far? How many have you passed with a 3 or higher?  

9. How many AP classes are you taking this year (please list)?  

10. Have you or will you be taking anatomy and physiology?  

11. Have you or will you be taking APEs (AP Environmental)?  
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12. Was there anything that you liked or disliked about your earlier biology class?  

13. What are you looking forward to the most in AP Biology?  

14. What are you most anxious about in AP Biology?  

15. Why are you taking AP Biology? What do you hope to accomplish/gain?  

16. What is your email address?   

Don’t worry! There is no right or wrong answer….be honest so that I can figure out the best way to help you next 

year! ☺ A word of advice: please remember to use proper salutations, closing, phrasing, etc.  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

P a g e 3 | 8  

  

  

            A CHS SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT   

           2020 - 2021   

          AP Biology Summer Assignment   

  

Mandatory Assignment #2 – Signing up for class communication  

1. Join our Remind101 Text Class When I need to send out fast class information quickly or send out reminders I 

use Remind101. It will send you automatic text messages from me.   

  

  
  

2. If you do not have professional email account, please set one up.  I do not want to send emails or 

communication to inappropriate email addresses. The preferred email account is gmail.  

  

  

  

  

 



 

 

P a g e 4 | 8  

  

  

            A CHS SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT   

           2020 - 2021   

          AP Biology Summer Assignment   

  

Mandatory Assignment #3 Get your supplies for AP Biology Class  

Get yourself ready for class! Below is the list of supplies that you will need for class.  WOW, it is 

quite a list, but one thing you can be assured of is that our class is interactive – you will need the 

proper tools to engage in project based, interactive learning, labs and classroom activities.   

Supplies  

1. TWO Mead/Five-star HEAVY DUTY (plastic cover) 3 subject Notebook College ruled. (You will need this for 1st 

semester and one for 2nd semester).  Will be used daily in class for notes and daily activities this will be called your 

BILL – Biology Interactive Learning Log   

2. TWO white 1-inch binder with clear cover for title page. Will be kept in class and used to store Review Materials 

for AP Bio Exam AND your LAB work.   

3. Pens, highlighters, color pencils/markers that WILL NOT bleed through pages of notebook   

  

4. Stapler and or double-sided tape. Will be used to secure items in your BILL  

5. Pack of PostIt divider tabs   

6. ONE bottle of Clorox wipes – Will be used for those messy labs, and E. coli lab sanitation  

7. TWO rolls of paper towels – Will be used during various labs and activities for clean up  

8. ONE can of Lysol disinfectant spray  

9. ONE bottle of hand-sanitizer and/or ONE bottle of hand-soap  

10. A $10.00 Printing fee will be requested your 1st semester to print your AP lab manual and a $10.00 printing fee 

will be requested 2nd semester to print your personalized study cards and Review materials.  Both the lab manual 

and personalized study cards will belong to you for your personal use.  Total of $20.00.  

11. ONE wish list item  
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 Wish list Item (Worth 5 point Extra credit coupon):  

1. If it is possible please purchase neon EXPO® Bright Sticks® Wet-Erase Fluorescent Markers.  They do not have 

to be EXPO brand, they can be any brand of wet-erase/liquid-erase chalk markers.  We use them throughout 

the year, and they are expensive for me to buy alone.  You will really enjoy table-top learning, so I hope you 

can help me purchase these. Here are a few good brands;  

  

2. Café items.  Our class is a café themed environment. Coffee and Tea are available to students.  Students are 

asked to contribute items such as coffee, creamer, sugar, tea, and coffee stir sticks, various coffee products 

(syrups and flavoring items).   
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Mandatory Assignment # 4 Get your BILL ready for Semester ONE of AP Bio!  

BILL--The Biology Interactive Learning Log  

You will also be spending a lot of time with something called BILL.  In our AP Biology course, students keep an 

interactive student notebook (ISN), where you will document your learning and interact with course content.  Our 

ISN is called a Biology Interactive Learning Log, and we will use it daily.    

  

On any given day, we could be doing one of the following things in our 

notebook:  

• Solving practice problems   

• Interpreting graphs or diagrams  

• Creating graphic organizers or concept maps about biology content  

• Writing practice free response questions  

The activities we will do in our BILL are meant to allow you to interact with 

the biology content of our class in various ways.  The more ways you 

interact with biological concepts, the more likely you will be able to apply 

them to new situations, whether it is a test or a lab investigation.    

  

To create your BILL, you will need a MEAD/FIVE-star HEAVY DUTY (Plastic Cover) spiral 3 subject notebook.  These 

notebooks are the most durable spiral notebooks – so please make sure you get a high quality one to ensure 

that your notebook does not fall apart (as will be the case with generic spiral notebooks). This is important 

because by the end of the year, you will have a homemade study guide.    

  

This summer: You will need to decorate the cover of your BILL with a collage of some sort that represents you.  I 

recommend that you cover the front of your notebook with clear packing tape once you have completed the 

cover to add durability, but also to protect the collage you make.   

  

We will go over how to set up the inside of the BILL in class on the second day of class so be sure you have your 

notebook with you in class so that you can get it set up  
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It is important that you keep up with your BILL daily, since this learning log is the physical representation of your 

processing of course concepts.  We will use this notebook in class daily to catalog all the learning that you do both 

inside and outside the classroom, so it is important that you have it with them each day.  On the next page is a 

collage that illustrates a little bit about what a BILL is, and how it might appear.  

*BILLs are the Brainchild of Lee Ferguson – Master AP biology teacher This photo is from her personal BILL  

Optional Assignment – Summer Scavenger Hunt  
Extracurricular activity scavenger hunt.  Complete the task listed and provide the appropriate documentation (indicated in 

parentheses). For every five that you complete and document successfully, we will give you five bonus points on your first 

course exam.  

1. Watch the news/Check the Google News Aggregator/Read a newspaper at least once a week. (copy of article, or log of date/URL and 

a 1-sentence summary of a news item from each week)   

2. Feed ducks on three separate occasions. (photos)   

3. Grow a plant. (living plant brought to class on day 1)   

4. Go to two state parks and take a walk. (photos AND maps) Please remember to social distance.  

5. GO to the Zoo. (photo AND stub) Please remember to social distance.  

6. Go see a movie at the MOSH planetarium. (photo of you in the hallway- you can’t take a picture in the gallery AND stub)   

7. Do some YOGA. (photo for proof)   

8. Go to the beach. Collect sand in a glass jar. (jar of sand AND photos) Please remember to social distance.  

9. Catch a cicada. (molt)   

10. Take a bike ride (take a picture of you and your bike BEFORE you ride ☺)  

11. Make a Tik Tok about how excited you are to take AP Biology (send the link to our remind text) 12. Sleep outside, under the stars. 

(photo)   

13. Find an animal in the wild (no dangerous ones!). (photo of animal AND photo of you standing where the animal was)   

14. Read more than one book. (list, photos, AND 3 sentence summaries)   

15. Build your own personal website/ start your own blog. (URL)   

16. Make your own clothing. (wear it to school)  

17. Identify three species of tree in your neighborhood. (leaves & genus/species of each).  

18. Hold five earthworms OR two slugs. (photo)  
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It should be noted that the ONLY EXTRA CREDIT given for 1st semester is for a Wish list items and your 

summer scavenger hunt. NO OTHER Extra credit is offered during the 1st semester.  

Summer Assignment Overview Checklist  

Task 

#  

Due Date  Task Description  Objective  Check it off 

when 

complete  

1  Before 

the 1st day 

of class  

Mandatory Assignment 1: Letter of 

introduction email sent to 

thomasb3@duvalschools.org  

So I can begin to get to know 

you as a student.  

  

2  Before 

the 1st day 

of class  

Mandatory Assignment 2 – Signing up 

for class communication  

Students will be signed up and 

ready to receive class  

communications by the first  

day of school  

  

3 First Day 

of School  

Mandatory Assignment 3 Get your 

supplies for AP Biology Class  

Get your AP biology Supplies 

Assemble your supplies for 

class so we can get started 

right away  

  

4  2nd Day of 

School  

Mandatory Assignment # 5 Get your  

BILL ready for Semester ONE of AP Bio!  

Have your BILL ready  

Students BILL is ready and 

student is prepared to engage  

in interactive learning 

processes  

 

  

NA  1st Day of 

school   

OPTIONAL ASSIGNMENT  

Scavenger HUNT   

Have some fun this summer… 

you deserve it and you will 

need the rest!  

  

 

My email address is thomasb3@duvalschools.org if you have any questions about the summer assignment you can 

get in touch with me through email.  I may send emails out about this class over the summer. HAVE AN AWESOME 

SUMMER!   


